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President’s Message
by Chris Sinton
I would like to thank our MPOA Governors for their hard work during these
stressful times of the COVID-19 virus.
We hope all of our members will continue to follow the safety guidelines until
we can look forward to returning to
some degree of normalcy.
Regarding our MPOA beach at the Tiki
Huts, our first priority was to keep it
open. I think it is safe to say we have
accomplished that, thanks to all of you
who are following the social distancing
and large group limitations.
As you know, last fall we changed
management companies to Schlitt Property Management. The conversion of
our 1,100-member database has been
challenging. We have simplified our
processes and look forward to improved
service to our members.
The MPOA Board voted to distribute
the Moorings Breeze publication via
email. We know that this approach will
provide better communication. In addition, this will save us significant mailing
and printing expenses to help offset the
financial burden from the Tiki Huts and
dredging projects.
On behalf of our board, I would like to
thank former MPOA President Clint
Black and his wife Cary for their three
years of dedicated service.
We will do our best to meet your
needs. We will continue to send out
“news” and updates from board
meetings via email to keep you better
informed. Please feel free to contact me
or other board members with suggestions to serve you better.
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The Lady With the Blue Bucket
Since her arrival in the Moorings over
ten years ago, Judy Myers has been on a
mission. It started with her desire to
walk the beach early in the morning
each day, then followed with her pleasure collecting shells, and lastly came her
gratification collecting trash, which was
the most meaningful. Always a two hour
stroll, beachgoers will see her walking
south one day and north the next. We
met up and were eager to know more
about her.
Q: What do you do with the items you
find?
A: The trash gets recycled, and I use the
shells, sea glass, and driftwood to make
home decorations.
Q: What unusual experiences have you
had while walking?
A: Meeting up with a big shark in the
wave line!
Q: Do you stop to visit with people
along your way?
A: Yes, I’ve met lovely people over the
years walking. I have many furry friends
who come to get their dog treat each
morning. I refer to myself as “Judy’s

Trash, Treasures, and Treats”!
Q: What do you find most meaningful
about your walks?
A: I see others collecting trash as well, so if
I can be a role model, that’s great. Also, I
receive “thank you’s” for my work, and
that makes me feel good.
Q: Will you share a bit more about yourself?
A: Sure! We moved to the Moorings from
Syracuse, N.Y. where I worked as a geriatric nurse. I volunteer at the Habitat for
Humanity ReStore two days/week. I was
honored as the Habitat Volunteer of the
Year 2019 (with over 400 hours of volunteering).
Cont’d on page 2
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The Moorings’ Breeze
MPOA Beach Beat

Alex McFerran, Vice President, MPOA Board of
Governors

The MPOA Beach Property Committee is responsible for ensuring
that the Moorings Property Owners
Association (MPOA) Beach Property
at the Tiki Huts on Reef Road provides MPOA members with a clean
and safe area for their use and enjoyment. During the Covid-19 pandemic,
the beach has become an especially
popular place with limited alternative
outdoor activities. At the same time,
with public beaches closed after
spring vacation, non-MPOA members
began using the parking lot (and, to a
lesser extent, the path off Reef Road)
to gain access to the beach, especially on weekends toward the end of
March. The beach parking lot has only 25 parking slots for our 1,100
MPOA members. The upshot has
been not enough parking spaces for
MPOA members (with valid parking
stickers).
MPOA’s first response was to request that Security more frequently
post themselves at the beach parking
lot. While this helped, it was not
enough to keep outsiders away (since
they were not there full-time). Consequently, since late March, a number of MPOA board members (with
assists from some spouses) have
posted themselves at the parking lot
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from 11am to 7pm on Saturdays and
Sundays in order to permit only
MPOA members with current parking
stickers and those with the proper
MPOA guest passes to enter.
The result has been overwhelmingly appreciated by our members. Our
gate presence has significantly discouraged non-MPOA cars from
attempting to enter the lot and, subsequently, the beach. Security has
helped us, as well, and has increased
its physical presence. That has
helped our members and nonmembers alike appreciate the seriousness of our goal of keeping our
private beach for MPOA members.
While our primary role has been
screening cars at the gate, we have
also encouraged appropriate distancing and small groups gatherings.
Initially, most of us did not wear
masks, but quickly we understood
that they are important, physically
and psychologically, as we fight to
prevent, as best each of us can, the
spreading of the coronavirus. We
started wearing masks. MPOA bandits at work!
None of our efforts have been
100% successful in keeping occasional interlopers off the beach, but we
believe it has helped to keep the
beach and parking lot for MPOA residents.

The Lady (cont’d from page 1)
Q: What drives you to keep up your
work?
A: I feel as though I have made a
difference finding “stuff” on the beach,
and I am encouraged by meeting people who tell me how much they appreciate what I do.
Mission accomplished. Thank you,
Judy. People like you are an inspiration to us all!

The Moorings’ Breeze
2020 Annual MPOA
Community Presidents’ Meeting
The Annual Meeting of the Presidents of
all Moorings’ Homeowners’ Associations
took place on February 26, 2020 and was
moderated by Chris Sinton, President of the
MPOA and Ann Evans, MPOA Governor of
Community Development. The discussion
proved to be beneficial and worthwhile for
all in attendance. Topics covered included:
elevator replacement, association property
appraisals, water bill changes, managing
resident expectations, policies regarding
interior work, future dredging, pool fencing
requirements, issues with lithium batteries,
community reserves, and more. In addition
to these topics, the group learned about
improvements Sea Mist Court has made.
The gathering resulted in important sharing
and, hopefully, will foster stronger communication amongst our MPOA communities.

SEA MIST COURT AND
GARAGE AIR CONDITIONERS
Bill Morton writes: With mold viewed as
a health hazard, many of our residents have
elected to install a mini-split air conditioning system in their garages. Installation is
relatively easy and can be done within Sea
Mist Court restrictive guidelines.
Those who have installed such units report they are extremely quiet and very
effective. Some believe having a cooler
garage actually lowers the workload for the
house A/C by keeping heat from garage
from migrating into the house.
Schlitt Community Management
1209 US Highway 1, Sebastian, FL 32958
Terry Calhoun, CAM
terrycalhouncam@aol.com
772-388-6378

Owls for Rodent Control
At the MPOA Presidents’ meeting
Bill Morton reported Sea Mist Court
has changed its method for controlling rodents. We asked him to explain the creative and environmentally friendly process. He writes:
Given we were spending an inordinate amount of money for rodent
control, we asked ourselves what
options might be available. Additionally, many of our residents were
anxious to do away with the poison
bait boxes we were using. We asked
ourselves if we couldn't harness the
power of Mother Nature. Inviting
owls seemed to be a natural. Upon
further investigation, we discovered
many golf courses and other communities use small Screech Owls
(versus larger Barn Owls, typically
used on farms) to help control their
rodent issues. We hired a professional, Brian Beckner of Native Bird
Boxes, to assess the feasibility. (Brian is under contract with
many Florida communities and golf
clubs for precisely the purpose we
desired.)
We installed a total of six Owl
Houses, at locations recommended.
We were advised it would take some
time for the Owls to pick a nesting
house and we needed to be patient.
The good news is: once babies
(owlets) are born, they stay in the
area. Owls apparently do not travel
far and are present all over Vero
Beach year around.
Within three short months, we
found ourselves boarding a family of
woodpeckers! This was not within
our scope of expectations. Howev-

er, we later learned it is not unusual for
woodpeckers and owls to "fight over
hotel space". Owls usually win the fight,
but not before the woodpeckers first try
and drive the owl(s) out by fiercely
"pecking" on the outside of the
house. In our case, we have two Owl
Houses occupied by woodpeckers, and
at least one claimed by owls. Our first
baby Screech Owls were born about a
month ago, and we believe they are
about to leave the "nest". Our remaining houses have been "explored", and
we are hopeful more nesting will take
place soon.
It is important to note, if Owl Houses
are to be used for rodent control, all
poison bait boxes must be removed
from community. If a poisoned dead
rodent is consumed by an Owl, the
poison will kill the Owl.
The results are very positive! This
finding also speaks to the importance of
MPOA community sharing! Thank you,
Bill.

Kelly Grebe, Assistant
(contact for directory changes)
kelly.grebe@cbparadise.com
772-388-6376
Erin Bryant, Accounting
erin.bryant@cbparadise.com
772-388-6364
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2020 MPOA Board of Governors
OFFICERS:
President– Chris Sinton ................................813-777-3307
VP/Administration– Alex McFerran ............. 508-971-9001
Secretary– Judi Honiss ..................................860-287-1535
Treasurer– Shelley Weier ............................ 772-234-3799
COMMITTEES:
Administration– Alex McFerran................... 508-971-9001
Beach Property– Vicki Mingin...................... 631-626-9446
Community Development–Ann Evans ......... 978-303-7047
Directory– Steve Smith ................................ 772-234-5707
Events Planning– Tica Young ....................... 504-220-9668
Events Planning– Sue Tillman ...................... 772-231-7296
Landscaping– Babs Ade ............................... 772-231-9713
Landscaping– Dorothy Payne .......................203-913-2407
Membership Relations–Martha Argue ........ 772-643-0067

2020 MPOA
Community Presidents
The Anchor, Missi Rothenberger ..................... 772-492-0941
The Billows, Jim Maginness ............................ 703-795-5447
The Galleons, Susan Buza ................................ 561-282-7288
Harbor View, Hugh Overton ............................ 915-204-9067
Harbour Side, Jim Westbrook .......................... 561-351-6758
North Passage, Alan Saeva .............................. 202-437-8813
Nor’West Passage, Vicki Mingin ...................... 631-626-9446
The Pointes, Don Gervais ................................. 772-231-1787
Porpoise Bay, Peter MacConnell ..................... 413-237-4724
The River Mews, Russell Twiss ........................ 772-925-9343
Sabal Reef, Jim Hill ........................................... 772-257-6416
Sea Mist Court, Bill Morton ............................. 772-774-8866
South Passage, Peter Nord .............................. 772-231-8653
Southwinds, John Damoose............................. 772-492-8960
Spinnaker Point, John Fix ................................. 772-234-5909
West Passage, Eileen Conroy ........................... 914-320-1454
Windward, Laura Ojemann .............................. 978-758-9922

Newsletter– Jane Beattie ............................. 203-561-7027
Newsletter– Anne Hanna............................. 772-234-8587

New Moorings Residents

Public Relations-Nick Cameron .................... 772-234-9277
Roads, Signs & Lights– Ron Vogt ................. 772-231-4640
Security– Ray Buza....................................... 561-282-7289

Special Projects– Jim Fulmer ....................... 585-356-3495
Tiki Hut Reservations—Clint Black ............... 772-217-8282

Seated Left to Right: Alex McFerran (Spinnaker Point), Chris Sinton (Sabal
Reef), Shelley Weier (Porpoise Bay Villas), Judi Honiss (The Pointes).
Standing Left to Right: Clint Black (The Billows),Anne Hanna (Southwinds),
Steve Smith (The Anchor), Tica Young (North Passage), Vicki Mingin (Nor’
West Passage), Sue Tillman (West Passage), Jane Beattie (South Passage),
Babs Ade (Windward), Ron Vogt (East A1A Homes), Dorothy Payne (The
River Mews), Martha Argue (Harbor Side North), Nick Cameron (Sea Mist
Court)
Not Pictured: Ann Evans (Harbor View), Jim Fulmer (West A1A Homes), Ray
Buza (The Galleons)
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Richard Bolton ................................ Porpoise Bay Villas 309A
Bryan & April Bucroff ....................................... Windward G6
William & Kim Cooley ..................... Porpoise Bay Villas 502A
Anthony & Kelly Della Porta ..........................715 Harbour Dr
Heather Desgagne .......................................... 965 Beacon Ln
James & Eileen Diamond ............................ 2109 Via Fuentes
Denise Dietz ................................................ 2170 Via Fuentes
Constance Gardner ......................................... 154 Anchor Dr
David & Joellen Garner ......................... 1786 Mooringline Dr
Barry Gold .................................................236 Binnacle Point
Gregory & Patricia Harvey .......................... Harbor View 107
Ryan & Kristen Heaney ......................1905 Compass Cove Dr
Christopher Hector ....................................... Southwinds 110
Robert Hess & Mona Russell ................. Harbourside East 2A
John Jetson ................................................. 735 Starboard Dr
William Martin .............................................2125 Sea Mist Ct
Anne Morgan .......................................... North Passage PH-C
Edmund & Barbara Pascoe ....................... 122 Spring Line Dr
Arley & Sonia Peter......................................... 145 Anchor Dr
Jon & Holly Schwartz ............................ 2085 Windward Way
Dirk & Mary Soutendijk ....................... Spinnaker Point 112G
Barbara Wynne Secor .......................................Windward A6
James Stanley ..................................Porpoise Bay Villas 205E
Nick Stewart ......................................... 1955 Windward Way
Carlos & Stacey Suche ................................ Harbor View 202
Eugene & Maryanne Sullivan ............... Spinnaker Point 107E
Benjamin & Louise Taggie ................................ Sabal Reef 16
Bruce Toney ............................................... 2050 Las Ramblas
Douglas & Janine Udoff ............................233 Binnacle Point

The Moorings’ Breeze
Young Innovators
7th

Written by Lily,
Grade Student and
Moorings Resident

Everyone has a place where
they go to escape the worries
and pressures of life. There will
always be one spot that will
soothe it. My name is Lily, and
for my partner Sommer and me,
the beach is the ultimate cure to
all of our problems. We are in
seventh grade at St. Edwards
School. Last year, we had an
assignment in Science class to
come up with our own topic to
create something meaningful to
us and our community. This
was for class credit. Sommer
and I thought about the best
way to help the environment
and have an impact on local
people.
Our innovation was
based on the amount of pollution on the local beaches of
Vero. We came up with the idea
to put a recycling station on the
beach at the Tiki Huts. The purpose of this recycling station is
to reduce the amount of pollution on the Moorings’ beach. We
hope to create a safer environment for the earth and its animals, including providing a
tranquil place for the local citizens to enjoy. It is working towards affecting our ecosystem’s
beaches positively. We realized
how much we needed to make
people aware of this issue. As
citizens, we have vowed to create
a change and do something
about it.
We approached Vicki Mingin
from the MPOA Board with the
idea in early December 2019,
and we got approval. My dad,
grandfather, and I created the
station from scratch out of a variety of different materials including wood, cement, and
much more. This project took
four days to build requiring a
large amount of effort, although
it was easier because my dad

actually has his own construction company, and my grandfather also works in that area of
business. Luckily, my father was
gracious enough to pay for the
supplies to build the station. My
partner and I both painted this,
and the signage was designed by
us and created through a website. This station was placed on
the beach around the beginning
of February and was planned to
end in May for the collection of
all of the data to be officially
completed. (We hope it is able to
stay longer and in fact, can be
extended.) We rotate collecting
the trash each Friday, and we
have created a system where we
take the trash to the Moorings
recycling station before the
boardwalk and count and categorize the items to put in our
data.
We were actually required to
create our own project on a website by the name of E-Cyber Mission, which allows students to
use their creativity and bring out
their cognitive abilities. As for
the bar code, we spoke to a professional and he informed us
that a barcode would be a fun
and creative way to invite people
to learn more about the station
and our community. For part of
the assignment, we had to submit the project to be judged by a
professional for a group project
(all different topics that people
could have created). Many other
schools around the globe participated in this project to work towards being young innovators
and changing the world for the
better.
By creating this station, our
goal was to create a fun and efficient way to involve citizens in
participating in this beneficial
movement. Pollution is a very
important issue surrounding
this community, because people
are becoming more careless regarding what they do with their
waste. Many think this has no
connection with the beaches and

the ocean, but a colossal amount
of trash ends up on these local
beaches. There are many ways to
cut down on this finite amount
of waste such as reducing the
number of plastic items you buy,
but oftentimes this tactic is too
much to ask of people, so we created a simpler plan to reduce
pollution on our beaches. By
building and placing a recycling
station on the beach and by creating an informational website
which is used by scanning a device on the barcode, we have created a small action, but a huge
ripple effect in this community.
Our only goal was to help the
beach and the community, and
we believe that goal has been
reached. Recycling may seem
trivial; however, it has a large
impact on the amount of pollution on beaches. This small deed
has so many amazing benefits
for our society including protecting our ecosystem and wildlife,
reducing carbon emissions, reducing landfill waste, and much
more. When implementing such
a simple action into your life,
you can create a huge effect on
your community and encourage
others to do the same. When
everyone participates in this
small action, there is a big
change in the local society.
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The Moorings & Habitat for Humanity
Thanks to everyone who contributed, the Moorings Community (including MPOA residents,
Moorings Club members and the
Moorings Club) did it again! This
last February we held our 17th Annual Habitat Classic Weekend to
support Indian River Habitat for
Humanity. There were more participants than ever and more money raised than ever. And it was
great fun!
IR Habitat is the major affordable housing non-profit organization in Vero Beach. It is an affiliate
of Habitat for Humanity International, but the money raised in
Vero goes directly to support the
working poor of Indian River County. These folks are our service
workers, grocery checkers, middle
school teachers, bank tellers and,
yes, Moorings security guards. For
22 years, starting with a fund raising appeal and then moving up to
the 2020 Classic Weekend of
events, the Moorings Community
has supported these hard working
Vero neighbors by helping them to
buy and pay off the mortgage on
their own homes.
This year we raised over

$500,000 for Habitat. The Classic
Weekend, led by Randy and Karen
Sones, was highlighted by a rousing live auction at the closing Celebration Party, which was attended
by 450 people. With this money,
Habitat will build 6 new homes
next year. Additionally, they will
repair 15 houses (so that elderly
and veterans can stay in their
homes), and they will provide 20
full year scholarships to Habitat
homeowners and their children.
What a wonderful contribution to
our Indian River County community!
Over the many years of fundraising, the Moorings Community
has provided $10 million to help IR
Habitat build 78 homes. In this
time of staying at home to keep
our broader community safe, we
can think of those 78 families who
now have a safe home in which
they can find the shelter that we
all need. Habitat’s mission is more
important now than ever:
“Seeking to put God’s love into
action Habitat for Humanity brings
people together to build homes,
communities and hope.”

Moorings Real Estate Update
by Marsha Sherry

January 1 – April 17, 2020
The Moorings marketplace
enjoyed a very strong start early this season. Single family homes in particular saw a surge in sales over last year’s
volume at this same point in time.
There are currently 9 properties under contract with
52 condominium units and 15 single family homes on the
market.
Information gathered from RAIRC MLS database as of 4/20/20, Moorings project properties only. Information deemed reliable but not
guaranteed, subject to change without notice.
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Total Sold and Closed:
Condominiums Sold and Closed:
Median Condo Sale Price:
Single Family Homes Sold and Closed:
Median Home Sale Price:

28
15
$400,000
13
$1,500,000

January 1 – April 17, 2019
Total Sold and Closed:
Condominiums Sold and Closed:
Median Condo Sale Price:
Single Family Homes Sold and Closed:
Median Home Sale Price:

16
13
$480,000
3

$830,000

